Page 1, Iine^l2^plea3e.delete "Background of Invention" and substitute therefor - 
Description of the Prior Art --. 

CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

\ (Amended) A method for predictively assessing one or more characteristics 
of wood fibre or lood pulp produced from solid wood, comprising detemiining the velocity of 
sound through the slid wood, and ^sssmi&^^^sct^c(s) of wood fibre or wood pulp produced 
from the wood by re J^rence to the velocity of sound through the solid wood. 
J " (^^ndcd) Amethodfbrpredictivelyassessingoneormorecharacteristics 

i of wood fibre or wood pi produced from solid wood, comprising th^stepsof causing a sound 
wave to be transmitted throuU the wood, determining the velocity ofthe sound wave through the 
wood, andcomparingtheresultytored information onfArecharacferi 
through the wood-type to determVe the fibre characteristic(s) for the wood. 

3. (Amended) \ a method for predictively assessing one or more characteristics 
of wood fibre or wood pulp produced from solid wood, comprising thestepsof placing a sensing 
means capable of detecting sound in the\ood in contact with or within sensing distance of one end 
of a length of wood, placing a second senLg means capable of detecting sound in the wood in 
contact with or within sensing distance of anoVer end ofthe length of wood, causing a sound wave 
to be transmitted in the length of wood from onkend to the other, detecting the sound at each end 
ofthe length of wood via the sensing means and de)lmnining the velocity of sound in the wood, and 
assessing characteristic(s) of wood fibre or wood pi^ produced from the wood by reference to 
stored information on fibre characteristic(s) versus soun^^velocity through the wood. 



4. (Amended) A method forpredictively assessing one or more characteristics 
ofwoodfibreWwoodpulp produced from solid wood includingthes^^ 
of detecting ho^n original and reflected sound wave in contact with or within sensing distance 
of one end of a l^hgth of wood, causing a sound wave to be transmitted in the length of wood, 
detecting a reflecteLcho of the sound in the wood, determining the velocity of the sound in the 
wood, and assessing VharacteristicCs) of wood fibre or wood pulp produced from the wood by 
reference to stored infokation on fibre characteristics versus sound velocity through the wood. 

5. (Aihended) A method according to [any one of claims 1 to 4] claim 1 

includingthesteaofcausin^soundwaveto be fransmitted through the 
of the length of wood. 

6. (Am^ded) A method according to [any one of claims 1 to 5] claim 1 
wherein the fibre characteristic is a me'a^ure of the average fibre length. 

7. (AmendeJb \ A Jethod according to [any one of claims 1 to 5] claim 1 
wherein the fibre characteristic isiin^ure of the strength of pulp formed from the wood. 

(}^h^ a^^^^^CAmend^^ A method of segregating wood for use in pulp and paper or 
fibre board production including-^ietecmining one or more fibre characteristics of the individual 
lengths of the wood using the method of [any^S^he preceding claims] claim 1 . 

9. (Amended) Apparatus forpretoely assessing one or more characteristics 
of wood fibre or woodpulp produced from solid wood, com^sing [sensingmeans] as^^ 
of detecting the velocity of a sound wave through a length\wood, and [computer processing 
means] a computer comprising stored information on fibre chara^stics versus sound velocity 
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through wood and a^anged to determine the fibre characteristic(s) for the wood by reference to said 
stored information onVibre characteristics versus velocity through the wood. 

1 0. (Xmended) Apparatus for predictively assessing one or more characteristics 
of wood fibre or wood pW produced from solid wood, comprising [means] a sensor capable of 
detecting both an original Jbd reflected sound wave in a length of wood, and [computer processing 
means] a computer comprising stored information on fibre characteristics versus sound velocity 
through wood and arranged toWtermine the fibre characteristic(s) for the wood by reference to said 
stored information on fibre chdracteristics versus velocity through the wood. 

1 1 . (Amended) Apparatus according to claim [8 or] 9 arranged to deteraiine 
a measure of the average fibre lenW. 

12. (Amended) \ Apparatus according to claim [8] 9 arranged to determine a 
measure of strength of pulp formed Aom the wood. 



Please add the following new claims: 



g J2^3^--,.,Amethod according to claim 2 including the step of causingT^^i^id^ve 

to be transmitted through the w^a^mipacting one end of the wood 

V 

^ 14. AWhod according to claim 2, wherein the fibre characteristic is a measure 

of the average fibre length. 

15. A methW ^rding to claim 2, wherein the fibre characteristic is a measure 
of the strei^th of pulp formed from thd^^ood. 

6i2^_A16._^jnetiw£acco^ to claim 3 including the step of causing a sound wave 
to be transmitted through the wood by impactini'OTeW^^^ wood. 
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1 7. A method according to claim 3, wherein the fibre characteristic is a measure 
of the average fibre length. 

l«v^ ^A^E^according to claim 3, wherein the fibre characteristic is a measure 
of the strength of pulp formed^^itlje wood. 

tUL-^ 19^>^Ametho^^ to claim 4 including the step of causing a sound wave 
to be transmitted through the w^^db^ilJ^lJaQting one end of the wood. 

2Q. A method according to claim 4, wherein the fibre characteristic is a measure 
of the average fibreVngth. 

21 . Xm^od according to claim 4, wherein the fibre characteristic is a measure 
of the strength of pulp for^k frhm the wood. 



\ 



^rding to claim 5, wherein the fibre characteristic is a measure 



22. AmetH 
of the average fibre length. 

23. A method accoW to claim 5, wherein the fibre characteristic is a measure 
of the strength of the pulp|fijrmed fi-om tl\wood. 

24>\ AiAiaJhod according to segregating wood for use in pulp and paper or fibre 
board producfion includ|^eteAining one or more fibre characteristics of the individual lengths 
of wood using the methofltrf^^^ 2. 

25. A method of segregating wood for use in pulp and paper or fibre board 
production includinVetennining one or more fibre characteristics of the individual lengths of wood 
using the method of claim 2. 
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